AN * 
1 1 
fe / 1029, 

EX FF. 1 CY 


8 — 
OF THE 


LIFE and DEATH 


M.. JOHN JANEWAY, 
| Frirow OF dos inc. CaMBrIDG?. 


cc 4 


— 2 


LOND 0 XN: 


j * 
PRINTED FokR Grorce M uirrizro, Cirg-Roap, 
AND SOLD AT THE PREACHING-Hovsts' iv 
Towsx AND CounTry. 


1797. 
{PRICE FOUR-PENCE.} 


R. $ ” 


to OO OA —— — 


AN 
EXTRACT or THE LIFE 
O F 


Mr. JOHN JANEWAY. 


CHAP. 1. pF 


| An Account of him from bis Childhood to the 
Seventeenth Year of his Age, | 


R. Joun JANEWAY, was born in the year 1643, 

October 27, of religious parents, at Tylly, in 
the county of Hertford. He ſoon gave his parents the 
hope of much comfort, and the ſymptoms of ſomething 
more than ordinary quickly appeared in him, ſo that 
ſome who ſaw this child, much feared that his life 
would be but ſhort; others hoped that God had ſome 
work to do by or for him ; he ſhewed that neither of 
them were miſtaken in their conjeflures concerning 
him. He ſoon out. ran his ſuperiors for age, in learn - 
ing. And it was thought by no incompetent judges, 
that for pregnancy of wit, ſolidity of judgment, the 
vaſtneſs of his intellectuals, and the greaineſs of his 
memory, he had no ſuperiors, and few equals, conſi- 
dering his age and education. 

He was initiated in the Latin tongue by his father ; 
aſterwards he was brought up at St. Paul's ſchool in 
London, where he made a conſiderable proficiency in 
Latin and Greek, under the care of Mr. Langley... 
A 2 When 


4 Tur LIFE AN D DEATH or 


When he was about eleven years old he took a great 
fancy to arnhmetic and the Hebrew tongue, 

About this time his parents removing into a little 
village called Aſpoden, had the opportunity of having 
their ſon inſlrutted by a learned neighbour, who was 
pleaſed to count it a diverſion to read mathematics to him 
being then about twelve years old; and he made ſuch 


progreſs in thoſe ſtudies, that he read Oughtred with 


underſtanding, before he was thirteen years old. A 
perſon of quality, hearing of the admirable proficiency 
of this boy, ſent for him up to London, and kept him 


with bim for ſome time, to read mathematics to him. 


That which made him the more to be admired was, 
mat he did what he did with the greateſt facility. He 
had no ſmall ſkill in muſic and other concomitants of 
the mathematics, 5 

In the year 1646, he was choſen by Mr. Rous the 
provoſt of Eaton college, one of the foundation of that 
ſchool. Where he gave no unſuitable returns to the 
high expectations that were conceived of him. 

Alter a liitle continuance at Eaton, he obtained leave 
of his maſter to go to Oxford, to perfect himſelt in the 
itudy of mathematics, where being with Dr. Ward, 
one of the profeſſors of the univerſity, he attained to a 
ſirange exattneſs in that ſtudy, nothing being within 
the reach of a man but he would underiake and gralp, 
The Doctor looked upon him as one of the wonders of 
his age ; loved him dearly, and could not for ſome 
time after his death ſcarce mention his name without 
tears. When he had ſpent about a quarter of a year 
with Dr. Ward at Oxtord, he was commanded to rc- 
turn to Eton, where he gave proof of the improve- 
ment of his time while he was abſent, by calculating 
the eclipſes for many years before hand; ſo that by 
this time he had had many eyes upon him as the 
glory of the ſchool. Yet he did not diſcover the leaſt 
affetation of ſelf-concer, neither did any diſcernable 
pride attend theſe excellencies. So that every one 
took more notice of his parts than himſelf, 

At about 17 years old he was choſe to King's col- 
lege in Cambridge; at which time the elettors did even 

our. contend 


— — — 
— NNN OO 


Mr. JOHN JANEWAY. 5 


contend for the patronage of this ſcholar. He was 
choſen firſt that year, and an elder brother of his 
in the ſixth place : but he was very willing to change 


places with his elder brother, letting him have the firſt, 


and thankfully accepting the ſixth place. 

Beſides his great learning, and many other ornaments 
of nature, his deportment was ſo ſweet and lovely, his 
demeanor ſo courteous and obliging, that many of them 
who had little kindneſs for morality, much leſs for 
grace, could not but ſneak well of him, His great 
wiſdom and learning did even command reſpett ; he 
had an excellent power over his paſlions, and was in a 
grent meaſure free from the vices which uſually aitend 

uch an age and place. 

But all this while he underſtood little of the worth 
of Chtiſt, and his own ſoul ; he ſtudied indeed the hea- 
vens, and knew the motion of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
but he thought litile of God, who made theſe things; 
or of his own heart: he did not as yet much buſy him- 
ſelf in the ſerious obſervation of the wandering of his 
{ſpirit ; the creature had not yet led him up to the Creator; 
he was ſtill too ready to take up with mere ſpeculation. 
But God, when he was about eighteen years old, ſhone 
in upon his foul with power ; and convinced him what 
a poor thing it was to know fo much of the heavens 
and never come there, And that the greateſt know- 
ledge without Chriſt, was but an empty, dry buſineſs. 
He now thought Mr. Bolton had ſome reaſon on his 
{ſide when he ſaid, © Give me the molt magnificent 
glorious worldling, that ever trod upon earthly mould, 
richly crowned with all the ornaments and excellencies 
of nature, ait, policy, preterment, or what a heart can 
wiſh beſides ; yet without the life of grace, io animate 
and enoble them, he were to the eye of heavenly wiſ= 
dom, but as a rotten carcaſe, ſtuck over with flowers, 
magnified dung, gilded rottenneſs, golden damnation.” 
He began now to be of Anaxagoras's mind, That his 
work upon earth, was to ſtudy heaven and how to get 
thither ; and that except a man might be admitted to 
greater preferment than this world can beſtow, it was 
not worth the while to be born, 
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Seerose 


CHAP. 11 
Of his Converſion and Carriage when Fellow of the 
| College, 


HE great work of converſion, was not carried on 

upon his ſoul, in that dreadful manner, that it is 
npon ſome ; but the Lord was pleaſed, ſweetly to un- 
lock his heart, by the exemplary life, and heavenly diſ- 
courſe of a young man in the college, whoſe heart 
God had influmed with love to his ſoul ; he quickly 
made an attempt upon this young man, and the Spirit 
of God ſet home his en with ſuch power, that 
they. proved eſſectual for his awakening; being accom- 
panied with the preaching of Dr. Hill, and Dr. Ar. 
rowſmith, together with the reading of Mr, Baxter's 
Saint's Everlaſting Reſt, . 

Now a mighty alteration might eaſily be diſcerned 
in him, He began not to taſte ſo much ſweetneſs in 
thoſe kind of ſtudies, which he ſo grecdily employed 
himſelf in formerly. He began to pity them who were 
cu;tous inquirers after every thing, but that which is 
moſt needful to be known, Chriſt and themſelves; 
and that which ſometimes was his gain he now counts- 
ed loſs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs he eſteemed all things 
but as dung ard droſs in compariſon of Chriſt and 
him cfucified. Not that he looked upon human learnin 
as uſeleſs: but when not improved tor Chriſt, he look- 
ed upon wiſdom as lolly and learning as madneſs, and 
that which would make one more like tie devil, and 
more fit for his ſervice, 

Mr, Janeway now conſidered how he might beſt 
improve what he did already know, and turn all his 
ſtudies into the right channel : grace did not take him 
of from, but made him more diligent and ſpiritual in 
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bis ſtudy. And now Chriſt was at the end and bot- 
tom of every thing: how he did plot and contrive how 
he might moſt expreſs his love and thankfulneſs to 
him, who had brought him out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light! To this end he ſent up and down 
re of divine letters, in which he did diſcourſe 

o ſubſtantially and experimentally of the great things 


of God, that it would not at all have unbecome ſome 


grey head to have owned what he wrote, 

He was not a little like young Elihu, in whoſe 
words he uſed to excuſe his frecdom with perſons of 
years, Whoſe ſouls he dearly pitied. He ſaid, * Days 
itould ſpeak, and the multitude of years ſhould teach 
wiſdom : but there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpira- 
tion of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding. I 
am full of matter, the ſpirit within me conſtraineth 
me: behold my belly is as wine which hath no -vent, 
it is ready to burſt like new bottles, I will ſpeak 
that I may be 1efieſhed.” O then how ſweet was 


the ſavour of his graces! He could not but ſpeak 


the things which he had ſeen and heard, and invite all 
the world to taſte and ſee how good the Lord was. 
He began firſt with his relations, begging and 


wooing of them to think of their immortal fouls, and 


to lay in ſpeedy proviſions for a death-bed and eternity. 


Oh! with what compaſſion did he plead the cauſe of 


Chriſt with their ſouls ! What pathetic expreſhons did 
he uſe, what vehement expoſtulations; how frequent, 
how particular in his applications to them ? Oh! 
with what gravity and majeſty would he ſpeak of the 
myſteries of the goſpel. 

Read what his language was (when he was be- 
tween eighteen and nineteen years old) in a letter to a 
friend that had the care of many children, 


SIR, 


„VOR charge is great upon a temporal account, 
4A but greater upon a ſpiritual. Out of an earneſt 


de ſire of the good of fouls and your own joy and peace, 
I importunately requeſt that you will have a great 


Care 
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care of your children, and be often dropping in ſome 


wholeſome admonitions : and this I humbly, with 
ſubmiſhon to your Judgment in it, commend to 
ou: not to admon:! 

ken ile privately one by one. Wherein you may 
pleaſe to preſs upon them their natural corruption, 


the neceſſity of regeneration, the excellency of Chriſt, 


and how unſpeakably lovely it is to ſee young ones 


ſetting out for heaven, This way I think may do 
moſt good, having had experience of it myſelf in ſome 
ſmall meaſure; God grant that all may work for the 
edifying of thoſe who are committed to you, I leave 
you under the protection of him that hath loved us, 
and given himſelf for us.” 


'When he was about twenty years old, he was made 
fellow of the college, which did not a little advance 
thoſe noble projetts which he had for the promoting 
of the intereſt of the Lord Chriſt. Then how ſweet- 
ly would he inſinuate into the young ones, deſiring to 
carry as many of them as poſſibly he could along with 
him to heaven; many attempts he made upon ſome 
of the ſame houſe, that he might ſeaſon them with 
grace, and animate, and encourage thoſe who were 
looking towards heaven. And as for his own rela. 
tions, never was there a more compaſſionate and ten- 
der-hearted brother. How many pathetical letters 
did he ſend them, and how did he follow them with 
-Prayers and tears. 


Read what his heart was in the following lines. 


— Diſtance of place cannot at all leſſen that 


natural bond, whereby we are conjoined in blood, 
neither ought to leſſen that of love, Nay, where 
true love 1s, it cannot; for love towards you I can 
only ſay this, that I feel it better than I can expreſs 
it; but love expreſſed and not felt is lit le worth. — 
I therefore deſire to make my love manifeſt in the 
belt way I can. Let us look upon one another not as 
| brethren only, but as members of the ſame body where. 
| . of 
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of Chriſt is the head, Let us therefore breathe and 

hunger after him, ſo that our cloſe knot may meet in 
Chriſt: if we are in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us, chen we 
ſhall be one with each other. This I know, you can- 
not complain for want of inſtruction. God hath not 
been to us a dry wilderneſs ; you have had line upon 
line, and precept upon precept; he hath planted you 
by the rivers of water: it is the Lord alone indeed 
who maketh fruitful, but yet we are not to ſtand and 
do nothing. There is a crown worth looking for; 
ſeek therefore, and that earneſtly. Oh! ſeek by con- 
tinual prayer; keep your ſoul in a praying frame, this 
is a great and neceſ[-r1y duty; nay; a high and precious 
privilege, It thou canſt ſay nothing, come and lay 
thyſelt in an humble manner before the Lord. You 
may believe me, for I have experienced what I lay, 
There is more ſweetneſs in one glimpſe of God's love, 
than in all that the world can afford. O do but try; 
O taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. Get into a 
corner and throw yourſelf down before the Lord, and 
beg of God fo make you ſenhble of your loſt ſtate by 
nature, and of the excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt 
Say, Lord, give mea broken heart, ſoften and melt 
me. Any thing in the world, ſo I may be but enabled 
to value Chrift, and be perſuaded to accept of him as 
he is tendered in the 2 O that I may be deli- 
vered from the wrath to come! Oh ! a bleſſing for me, 
even fo1 me] And refolve not to be content till the 
Lord has in ſome meaſure anſwered you. Oh! my 
bowels yearn towards you. O that you did but know 
with what affection I write unto you, and what pray- 
ers and tears are mingled with theſe lines! The Lord 
ſet theſe things home, and give you an heart to apply 
them to yourſelf: the Lord bleſs all the means that you 
enjoy, for his bleſſing is all in all. Give me leave to 
deal plainly, and to come yet a little cloſer to you, 
tor 1 love your. ſoul ſo well, that I cannot bear the 
loſs of it. Know this,' that except a man be born 
again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
God's favour is not to be recovered without it. This 
new birth hath its foundation laid in a ſenſe of fin, a 


godly 
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godly ſorrow for it, and an heart ſet againſt it; with- 
out this there can be no ſalvation, Look well about 
you, and ſee into yourſelf, and thou wilt ſee that 
thou art at hell's mouth without this firſt ſtep; and 
nothing but free grace and pure mercy is between 
you and the ſtate of the devils. The Lord deliver 
us from a ſecure careleſs heart! here you ſee a na- 
tural man's condition, How dareſt thou then lie 
down in ſecurity. Oh! look about for your ſoul's 
ſake. What ſhall I ſay, what ſhall I do to awaken 
your poor. ſoul! I fay again, that repentance itſelf 
may loſe its labour, if it be not in the right manner. 
Tears and groans and prayers, will not do without 
Chriſt, Moſt, when they are convinced of ſin, and 
under fears of hell, reform ſomething, and thus the 
wound 1s healed, and by this thouſands fall ſhort of 
heaven, For if we be not brought off from our- 
ſelves, and our righteouſneſs as well as our ſins, we 
are never like to be ſaved. We muſt ſee an abſolute 
need of Chriſt, and give ourſelves up to him, and 
count all but dung and droſs in compariſon of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. Look. therefore, for mercy only in 
Chriſt, for his ſake rely upon God's mercy. The 
terms of the goſpel are, repent and believe ; 2 

| eliring, 
nay, for nothing but receiving. Doſt thou deſire 
mercy and grace? I know thou doſt. Even this is 
the gift of God, to deſire, to hunger alter Chriſt ; let 
deſires put you upon endeavours ; the work itſelf is 
ſweet ; yea, repentance and mourning itſelf hath 
more {weetnelſs in it, than all the world's comforts. 
Upon repentance and believing comes juſtificotion, 
after this ſanctification, by the ſpirit dwelling in us. 
By this we come to be the children of God, to be 
made partakers of the divine nature, to lead new 


lives, io have a ſuitableneſs to God. It is unworthy 
a Chriſtian to have ſuch a narrow ſpirit as not to act 


for Chriſt with all one's heart, and foul, and ſtrength. 


Be not aſhamed of Chriſt, be not afraid of the 


frowns and ſcoffs of the wicked. Be ſure to keep 


.a conſcience void of offence, and by no means yield 


to 
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to any known fin; be much in prayer, and in ſecret 
rayer, and in reading the ſcriptures. Therein are 
Fa up the glorious myſteries which are hid from 
many eyes. My greatelt deſire, is, that God would 
work his own great work in you, I deſire to ſee 
you, not as formerly, but that the Lord would make 
me an inſtrument of your ſoul's good, for which I 
greatly long.” 


— —— 
; CHAP, III. 
His great Love to Prayer, 
H*® was mighty in prayer, and his ſpirit was 


oftentimes ſo tranſported in it, that he for- 
got the weakneſs of his own body. Indeed the 
acquaintance that he had with God was ſo ſweet, 
and his converſe with him ſo frequent, that when he 
was engaged in duty, he ſcarce knew how to leave 


| that which was ſo delightful to his ſpirit. He prayed 


at leaſt three times a day in ſecret, ſometimes ſeven 
times, and twice a day in the family or college. And he 
found the ſweetneſs of it beyond imagination, and en- 
joyed wonderful communion with God, He could 
ſay by experience, that the ways of wiſdom were 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace, He 
knew what it was to wreſtle with God, with a holy 
familiarity as a friend, and would upon all occaſions 
run to him for advice, and had many ſtrange and im- 
mediate anſwers of prayer. One of which I think 
it not impertinent to give an account of, | 
His honoured father, Mr. William Janeway, mi- 
niſter of Kelſhall in Herifordſhire, being ſick, and 
being under ſomewhat dark apprehenſions as to the 
ſtate of his ſoul, he would often ſay to his ſon John, 
Oh! ſon! this paſſing into eternity is a great thing, 
this dying is a | - L968 buſineſs, and enough to make 
one's heart ake, that hath not his pardon fealed, and 


his evidence for heaven clear. And truly ſon, I am 
under 
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under no ſmall fears as to my own eſtate for another 
world. Oh! that God would clear his love Oh! 
that I could ſay chearfully, I can, upon good 
grounds, be able to look death in the face, and ven- 
ture upon eternity with well-grounded peace and 
comfort.” 

Seeing his father continuing under deſpondings of 
ſpirit (tho' no chriſtian that knew him but had a high 
eſteem of him for his uprightneſs) he got by himſelf, 
and ſpent ſome time in wreſtling with God upon his 
account, earneſtly begging of God that he would fill his 
father with joy unſpeakable in believing, that he might 
joy fully and honourably leave this world. After he 
was riſen from his knees, he came down to his father, 
and aſked him, How he felt himſelf, His father 
made no anſwer for ſome time, but wept exceedingly, 
{a paſſion that he was not ſubject to) and continued 

or ſome conſiderable time weeping, ſo that he was 
not able to ſpeak. Bul at laſt having recovered him- 
ſelf, with unſpeakable joy he burſt out: Oh! ſon! 
now it is come, it is come, it is come: I bleſs God 
I can die; the Spirit of God hath witneſſed with my 
- x6 that I am his child. Now I can look up to 

od as my dear Father, and Chrift as my Redeemer; 
I can now ſay, this is my friend, and this is my 
beloved, My heart_ is full, it is brim fuil, I'can 
hold no more, I know now what that ſentence 
means, The peace of God which paſſeth underſtand- 
ing; I know now what that white ſtone is wherein 
a new name was written, which none know but they 
who have it. And that fit of weeping which you 
faw me, in, was a fit of overpoweringlove and joy, 


ſo great that I could not contain myſelf.” neither can 


J expreſs what glorious diſcoveries God had made of 
himſelf unto me. And had that joy been greater, I 
queſtion whether I could have borne it, and whether 


it would not have ſeparated ſoul and body. Bleſs the 


Lord, Oh my ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs 
his holy name, that hath pardoned all my ſius 
and ſealed the pardon, He hath healed my wounds, 
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an cauſed the bones which he hath broken to rejoice, 
Oh! help me to bleſs the Lord! He bath put a new 


ſong into my mouth: Oh! bleſs the Lord for his 


infinite goodneſs! Oh! now 1 can die! It is no- 


thing, I bleſs God, I can die. I deſire to be diſſolved 


end to be with Chriſt,” You may well think that 
his ſon's heart was not a little refreſhed to hear ſuch 
words, and fee ſuch a fight, and to meet the meſſen- 


ger that he had ſent to heaven returned back again 
o ſpeedily. It was ſo immediate and clear an an{wer 


of his own prayers, as if God had ſaid to him, Thy 


tears and prayers are heard for thy father: thou has 
like a prince prevailed with God; thou haſt got the 
bleſſing : go down and ſee. 

© Upon this, the young man too broke forth inte 


praiſes, and even into an extaſy of joy, that God 


mould deal fo familiarly with him; and the father 
and ſon together were ſo full of joy, light, life, love 
and praiſe, that there was a little heaven in the place. 
He could not then but expreſs himſelf in this man- 
ner. Oh bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be God for his 
infinite grace! Oh who would not piay unto God! 
Verily he is a God that heareth prayers, and that my 
ſou] knows right well.” And then he told his joy- 
ful father, how much he was affedled with his former 


deſpondings, and what be had been praying for 


Juſt before with all the earneſtneſs he could. His 


father hearing this, and perceiving that his former 


"comforts came by prayer, and his own child's preyer 
too, was the more refteſhed, and the more confirmed, 
that it was from the Spirit of God, and no deluſion. 


And immediately, his ſon landing by, he fell into 
another fit of triumpbing joy, his weak body being 


almoſt ready to ſink under that great weight of glory 
that ſhone ſo powerfully 2 his ſoul. He could 
then ſay, Now let thy ſervant depart in peace; 


for my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation,” He could now 


walk. through the valley of the ſhadow of death and 

fear no evil. Oh! how ſweet a thing it is to have 

one's intereſt in Chriſt cleared, how comfortable to 

have our calling and election made ſure! How lovely 
| is 
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is the ſight of a ſmiling Jeſus when one is dying! 
How retreſhing it is, when heart and fleſh are all 
failing, to have Go4 for the ſtrength of our heart 
and ou: portion for ever! Oh! did the fooliſh un- 
experienced world but know what theſe things men, 
did they bu! underſtand what it is to have their ſenſes 


' ſpiritually exerciſed, could they but taſte and ſee 


how good the Lord is, it would ſoon cauſe them to 


-diſreliſh their low and brutiſh pleaſures, and look 


upon all worldly joys as infinitely ſhort of one glimpſe 
of God's love! After this his father had a ſweet 
calm upon his ſpirits, and went in the ſtrength of 
that proviſion, till he came within the gates of the 
New Jeruſzlem: having all the graces greatly im- 
proved, and ſhewed ſo much humility, love of God, 


contempt of the world, ſuch prizing of Chriſt, ſuch, 
patience, as few Chriſtians arrive to; eſpecially his 


faith, by, which with extraordinary confidence he caſt 
his widow with eleven fatherleſs children, upon the 
care of that God who had fed him with this manna 
in his wilderneſs-ſtate, The benefit of which faith 
all his children (none of which were in his life-time 
provided for) have ſince experienced. And it is 
ſcarce to be imagined, how helpful the ſon was to 
his father by his heavenly diſcourſe, humble advice, 
and prayers. After four months conflict with a con- 
ſumption he ſweetly ſlept in Jeſus. 

Atter the death of his father, he did what he could 


to ſupply his abſence, doing the part of a huſband, 
ſon, and brother: ſo that he was no ſmall comfort to 


his poor mother in her diſconſolate ſtate, and all the 
reſt of his relations, that had any ſenſe of God upon 
their ſpirits, To one of whom he thus addreſſed 
himſelt, upon the death of a ſweet child. | 
« He that in affl.ctions would find comfort, muſt 
ſtrive to fee ſpiritual comforts to be the greateſt, even 
that comfort which is from God, in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, this will be a cordial; this will be mairow 
and fatneſs to the ſoul. They who have an incereſt 
in Chriſt, what necd they be moved with any woridl 
trouble: is not Chriſt better than ten childien? Is 
| f - 
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1 not his loving kindneſs better than life? Is not all 
t the world a ſhadow compared with one hour's enjoy- 
- ment of him, even on this fide of glory. O there- 
» fore ſtrive to get your intereſt in this comfort fecured, 
$ and then all is well. He that hath Chriſt hath all 
e things. If God be reconciled to you through him, 
0 then he will withhold no good thing from you. 
k We poor fooliſh creatures do ſcarce know wht 
e is good for ourſelves, but it is no ſmall encouragement 
t to the people of God, that wildom uſe!t takes care 
ff of them, and one who loves them beiter than they 
Ee love themſelves looks after them; and he hath given 
1 his promiſe for it that all ſhall work for their good. 
2 And what better foundation of comfort can there be 
h, in the whole world than this? 
is Let this ſerve as a remedy againſt exceſſive grief. 
t Get your love to God increaſed, which if you do, the 
fo love of all other things will wax cold, And if you 
"a have given God your heart, you will give him leave 
th to take what he will that is yours, and what he hath 
1e you will judge rather well kept than loſt, ww 
is Remember that ſcripture, and let it have its due 
to impreſſion upon your ſpirit; “ he that loves father 
e. or mother, brother or ſiſter, yea, or children more 
n- than me, is not worthy of me.“ O labour to have 
our affections therefore more raiſed up to him who 
Id is moſt worthy of them, let him have the uppermoſt 
d, room in your heart, and let your love to all other 


to things be placed in ſubjection to your love of God, 
he be ruled by it, and directed to it.” | 


iſt | Ls = 5 4. 


as | His return to King's-College after his Father's Death, 
„ | and his temptations from Satan, 


Il W HEN his father was dead, he returned again 

fs | to King's-College, and was a member of a 

3s religious ſociety, —_ began to plot how they _— 
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beſt improve their gifts and graces, ſo as to be ſer- 
viceable to God in their ee their cuſtom 
was frequently to meet together, to pray and to com- 


municate ſtudies and experiences. Some of his com- 
pany did degenerate, but others lived to, let the world 
underſtand, that what they did was from a vital prin- 
ciple; among whom, this young man was none o 


the leaſt. One of their deſigns was to engage the 
Juniors if poſſible, before they were enſnarcd by 


wicked company, when they came freſh from ſchool. 
After ſome time, moſt of his dear companions were 
tranſplanted either into gentlemen's families or liv- 
ings, and Mr. Janeway, being one of the youngeſt, 
was, for a while, left alone in the college. But he 


wanting the comfortable diverſion of ſuitable ſociety, 


fixed ſo intenſely on his ſtudies, that it ſoon gave 


ſuch a wound to his bodily conſlitution, as could 


never be thoroughly healed. 123 
Thus you have a taſte of his ſpirit, and may per- 


ceive what it was that he had his heart ſet upon, what 
kept his graces in ſuch vigour and activity, and how. 


deſirous he was that others ſhould be ſharers with him 


in this mercy : yet, for all this, he had his gloomy: 


days, and the ſun was ſometimes over-caft, his ſweets 


were ſometimes imbittered with dreadful and horrid 


* temptations, The devil ſhot his . arrows 
his ſalvation, he 


at him: yet through the captain o 
came more than a conqueror out of the field, He 
was with Paul many times lifted up into the third 


heavens, and ſaw and heard things unutterable : but 


leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, there was a 
mellenger of Satan ſent to buffet him. 

It would make a Chriſtian's heart even ake to hear 
what ſtrange temptations he was exerciſed with. But 
he was well armed for ſuch a conflict, having on the 
{bield of faich, whereby he quenched the fiery darts 


ol that wicked one. Yet, this fight coſt him the 
ſweating of his very body for agonies of ſpirit ;—. 


and tears and ſtrong cries to heaven for freſh belp. 
As for himſelf, he was wont to take an arrow; out 


of God's quiver, and diſcharge it by faich and N 


tien. 
han 
Will 
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for the diſcomfiture of his violent enemy, who at laſt 
was fain to fly, - | 

Theſe - temptations and conflicts with Satan, did 
not a little help him in his dealing with one that was 
forely afflicted with the like temptations. And be- 
cauſe I judge” it may be of uſe to ſuch, I inſert a 
letter of his to one in like caſe, | 


Dear Friend, | 


1 * OU fay that you are troubled with blaſphe- 
mous thoughts: ſo then, though they are blaſ, 
phemous, yet they are your trouble, and neither ſent 
tor, nor welcome; and ſo are not aſſented to in your 
mind. What then ſhall we think of them? If they 
were your own production, your heart would be 
delighted in its own iſſue, but you do nothing leſs. 
Sure then they are the injections of that wicked one, 
who is the accuſer of the brethren, and the diſturber 
of the peace of the people of God. But doth Satan 
ule to employ thoſe weapons but againſt thoſe that he 
is in fear of loſing? He is not wont to aſſault and 
fight againſt his ſureſt friends in this manner, Thoſe 
that he hath faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on 
as ſoftly and quietly as he can; fearing leſt ſuch 
diſturbance ſhould make them lock abbut them, and 
ſo they ſhould awake, and ſee their danger : but as 
tor thoſe that have in ſome meaſure eſcaped his 
ſnares, he follows them hard, with all the diſcour. ge. 
ment he can, Theſe things are no other but a butter 
reliſh of thoſe things, which you know to be bitter 
alter that you bave taſted how good the Lord is. 
What then ſhall I' call theſe motions of your mind ? 
mY are the ſoul's loathing the morſels which Satan 
would have it to ſwallow down. But you wall ſay, 
If theſe horrible thoughts be not your ſin, yet they 
are your miſery, and you deſire io be freed from 
them. And you will aſk, How ſhall I get free from 
them? Fuſt, See that you poſſeſs your ſoul in pa- 
tience : and know this, that God hath an over ruling 
hand in all this: and wait upon him, for he can and 
will bring forth good out of all this evil. At pre- 
B 3 ſent 
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ſent you ſee no light: yet“ Truſt, in the Lord, and 
ſay yourſelf upon jour God.” Can Chriſt forget 
the purchaſe of his own blood? “ Can a mother 
forget her ſucking child!“ Yet, God cannot forget 
his. God hath gracious intents in all this, and his 
bowels yearn towards you. Yea, our Saviour ſuffers 
with us, through his ardent love by ſympathy, as 
well as he hath ſuffered for us. And you know he 
hath all power in his hand, who doth employ this 
power in a way of love towards his. This power is 
made yours through the prayer of fauh: but for your 
own work, do this. | 

« Firſt, Let not ſuch thoughts have any time of 
abode in your mind, but turn them out with all the 
abhorrence you can; but not with ſo much 1 0 


* „ 1 — 


and diſturbance of mind, as I believe you do. F 
by this the devil is pleaſed, and makes you your ow 
; tormentor. 1 
[118 „ Secondly, Always divert your thoughts to ſome 
il good thing, and let thoſe very e be conſtant- 
[| ly the occalion of your more ſpiri'ual meditation. 
it Think quite the contrary, , or fall a praying with 
| earneſtneſs; and the devil will be weary if He finds 
his deſigns thus broken, and that thoſe ſparks of hell 
(which he ſtruck into the ſoul to kindle and inflame 
[118 corruption,) do put, warmth into grace, and ſet faith 
| and prayer a working. Thus refiſt him, and he will 
11 flee from you. 

Thirdly, conſider that this is no new thing : for, 
we are not in this ignorant of Satan's devices, that, if p 
| any ſoul hath eſcaped out of the chains of darkneſs, la 
1 it he will have heaven, he ſhall have it with as much el 
| | trouble, as the devil can lay on; and, if he and his ſr 
bid their will, no good man ſhould have one peaceable 
| hour: but bleſſed be God, the devil cannot pluck us in 
out of thoſe almighty arms, with which he doth em- ſu 


brace his dear children.” 5 th 
be Your's, in our dear Lord, - = 
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His love io Chriſt and ſouls, made him very de 

rous to ſpend, and be ſpent in the work of the, miniſ- 
try; accordingly he did comply with the firſt loud 
and clear call to preach the everlaſting goſpel; and 
though he was but two, and twenty years old, yet he 
came to that work like one that underſtopd what kind 
of employment preaching was. He was a workman 
that needed not to be aſhamed, that was thoroughly 
furniſhed for every good word and work ; one that 
was able to anſwer gainſayers, one in whom the word 
of God dwelt richly : one full of the ſpirit and pow- 
er, one that hated ſin with a perfect hatred, and loved 
holineſs with all his ſoul; in whom religion in its 
beauty did ſhine; one that knew the terrors of the 
Lord, and knew how to beſeech ſinners in Chriſt's 
ſtead to be reconciled unto God: one that was a ſon 
of thunder, and a ſon of conſolation. In a word, I 
may ſpeak that of him of which Paul ſpeaks of Timo- 
thy, that, I knew none like minded, that did natu- 


rally care for ſouls.” And had he lived to have preach- 


ed often, Oh what uſe might ſuch a man have been 
of in his generation: one, in whom learning and ho- 
lineſs did as it were ſtrive which ſhould excel. He 
never preached publicly but twice, and tben he came 
to it, as ik he had been uſed to that work for forty 
years; delivering the word of God with that power 
and majeſty, with that tenderneſs and compaſſion, 
with that readineſs and freedom, that it made his hear- 
ers amazed. He was led into the my ſtery of the goſ- 
pel, and he ſpoke nothing to others but what was the 
language of his heart, and the fruit of great experi- 


ence, and which one might eaſily perceive had no 


ſmall impreſſion firſt upon his own ſpirit, 

His fir ſtand laſt ſermons were upon communion and 
intimate converſe with God, out of Fob xxii. 21. A 
ſubject hat few Chriſtians were better able to manage 
than himſelf. He did for ſome conſiderable time 
maintain ſuch an intimate farniliarity with God, that 


he ſeemed to converſe with him as one friend doth 
converſe with another. 


This text he made ſome 
cntrance. 
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entrance into, whilſt he was here: but the perfecting 

his acquaintance with God, was a work fitted for 
He was one that kept an exact watch over his 

thoughts, words and actions, and made a review of 


manner. He kept a diary, in which he did write 
down every evening what the frame of his ſpirit had 
been all the day long, eſpecially in every duty. He 
took notice what profit he received in his ſpiritual 


traffic; what returns from that far country; what 


anſwers of prayer, what deadneſs and flatneſs, and 
what obſervable providences did preſent themſelves, 
and the ſubſtance of what he had been doing; and 
any wanderings of thoughts, inordinancy in any paſ- 
ſion; which, though the world could not diſcern, he 
could, It cannot be conceived by them who do not 
practiſe the ſame, to what a good account this turned, 
This made him retain a grateful remembrance of 
mercy, and live in a conſtant adoring of divine good» 
neſs: this brought him to a very intimate acquain» 
tance with his own heart; that kept his ſpirit low, 
and fitted him for free communications from God; 
this made him more lively and active; this helped 
him to walk humbly with God ; this made him ſpeak 
more affectionately and experimentally to others of 
the-things of God. In a word, this left a ſweet calm 
upon his ſpirits, becauſe he every night made even his 
accounts; and if his ſheets ſhould prove his winding- 
ſheet, it had been all one; for he could ſay, his work 
was done; ſo that death could not ſurprize him, 


— 


. 
An Account of the latter Part of his Life. 
; 
OR the latter part of his life, he lived like a 


man that was quite weary of the world, and that 
looked upon himſelf as a ſtranger here, and lived in 
the 


all that paſſed him, at leaſt once a day in a ſolemm 
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the conſlant fight of a better, He plainly declared 
himſelf but a pilgrim that looked for a beer country, 
a city that had foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
was God. His habit, his language, his deportment, 
all ſpoke him one of another world. His meditations 
were ſo intenſe, long, and frequent, that they ripened 
him apace for heaven, but ſomewhat weakened his 
body. Few Chriſtians attain to ſuch a holy contempt 
of the world, and to ſuch clear, joyful, conſtant ap- 
prehenſions of the tranſcendent * — of the unſeen. 
world, | 

He made it bis whole buſineſs to keep up ſenſible, 
communion with God, and to grow into an humble, 
familiarity with God, and to maintain it. And if by 
reaſon of company, or any neceſſary buſineſs, this, 
was in any meaſure interrupted, he would complain 
like one out of his element, till his ſpirit was re- 
covered in a delightful, unmixed, free intercourſe: 
with God. He was never ſo well ſatisfied, as when 
he was more immediately engaged in what brought 
him nearer to God; and by this he conſtantly en- 
Joyed thoſe comforts, which others rarely meet with. 
His graces and experiences towards his end grew to 
aſloniſhment. His faith got up to a full aſſurance z;; 
his deſires into a kind of enjoyment. He was oft 
brought into the banqueting-boule, and there Chriſt's 
banner over him was love; and he fat down under 
his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was pleas» 
ſant to his taſte. His eyes beheld the king in his 
beauty, and while he fat at his table, his ſpikenard 
did ſend forth its pleaſant ſmell ; he had frequent 
viſions of glory, lay in the bofom of his maſter, and, 
was ſurely a very beloved diſciple, and highly fa- 
voured. His Lord oft called him up to the mount 
to him, and let him ſee his excellent glory. O the 
ſweet, foretaſte that he had of thoſe pleaſures that are 
at the right hand of God! How oft was he feaſted, 
wi:h the Feaſt of fat things, thoſe wines on the lees 
well refined; and ſometimes he was like a giant re- 
freſhed with new wine, rejoicing to run the race that 
Was ſet before him, whether of doing or of Julfering, 
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He was even ſick of love, and he could fay to the 
1 unexperienced world,“ O 1:4fte and ire!” and to 

. Chriſtians, Come end I will tell von wht God hath 
done for my ſoul.” O what do Chriſtians mean that 
they do no more to get their ſenſes ſpirituzIly ex- 
erciſed? O — do they not make religion the _ 
' , 


buſineſs of their lives? O why is the foul, Chri 
and glory, thus deſpiſed? Is there nothing in com- 
munion with God? Ate all thoſe comfor:s ol Chrif- 
tians, that follow hard after him, worth nothing ? Is 
it not worth the while to make one's calling and 
election ſure? O why do men and women jeſt and 
dally in the great matters of eternity? Little do 
people think what they ſlight, when they are ſeldom 
and formal in ſecret duties, and when they negle& 
that great duty of meditation, which I have through 
rieh mercy found ſo ſweet and refreſhing: O what oo 
- Chriſtians mean, that they keep at ſuch a diſtance 
from Chriſt? Did they but know the thouſandth 
part of that ſweetneſs that is in him, they could not 
chooſe but follow him hard; they would run and not 
be weary ;' and walk and not faint. 

He could ſenfibly and experimentally commend 
the ways of God to the poor unexperienced world, 
and fay, his ways are pleaſantneſs; and juſtify wiſ- 
dom, and fay, her paths are peace, He could take 
off thoſe aſperſions, which the devil and the world 
caſt upon godlineſs in the power of it. Here is one 
that could challenge all the | Atheiſts in the world to 
diſpute ; here is one that could bring ſenſible de- 
monſtrations to prove a Deity, and the reality and 
excellency of inviſible things; which theſe fools and 
madmen make the ſubje&t of their ſcorn : here is one 
that would not change delights with the greateſt epi- 
cures living, and vie pleaſures with all the ſenſualiſts 
of the world. Which of them could in the midſt 
of all their jollity, ſay, This is the pleaſure that ſhalt 
laſt for ever? Which of them can ſay among their 
cups,' I can now look death in the face, wn, this 
very moment I can be content, yea glad, to leave 


thele delights, as knowing I ſhall enjoy better, K, = 
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this he could do, when he fared deliciouſly in ſpiri- 
rual banquets every day: he could upon better reaſon 
than the rich man, ſay, © Soul, thou' haſt goods laid up 
for many years: he knew full well that what he 
did here enjoy, was but a little to what he ſhould 
bave ſhortly. In his preſence there is fulneſs of 
Joy, at his right hand are pleaſures for evermore.“ 
Where 1s the Belſhazzar that would not quake in the 
midſt of his cups, whilſt he is quaffing the richeſt 
wine, if he ſhould ſee a hand upon the wall writing 
bitter things againſt him, telling him, that this night 
his ſou] muſt be required of him, that he now muſt 
come away, and give an account of all his ungodly 
erung betore the mighty God? Where is the 
nner that could be content to hear the Lord roarin 
out of Sion, whilſt he is roaring in the —. 
Which of them would be glad to hear the trumpet 
ſound, and to hear the voice, © Ariſe ye dead, and 
come to judgment ? Which of them would rejoice, 
to fee the mountains quaking, the elements melting 
with fervent heat, and the earth conſumed with 
flames; and the Lord Chriſt whom they deſpiſed, 
coming in the clouds with millions of his ſaints and 
angels, to be aveuged upon thoſe that knew not God, 
and obeyed not his goſpel, Is not that a bleſſed 
ſtate, when a man can litt up his head with joy, 
when others tremble with fear, and fink with ſoriow e? 
And this was the condition of this holy young man. 
In the midſt of all worldly contorts he longed for 
death; and the thoughts of the day of judgment 
made all his enjoymcuts ſwecter. O. how did he 
long for the coming of Chriſt! Whilſt {owe have 
been diſcourſing by him of thet great and terrible 
day of the Lord, he would ſmile, and humbly ex- 
preſs his delight in the forethought of that approach« 
10g bour, 

I r member once there was a great talk, that one 
had foretoli that doomiday ſhould be von ſuch a 
day: although he blamed their daring tolly, that 
would pretend to know that which was hid from tbe 
angels themſel ves; yet granting their ſuſpicion to be 

u ue, 
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true,“ What then, ſaid he? What if the day of judg. 90 
ment were to come, as it certainly will come ſhortly? of 
If I were ſure the day of judgment were to begin 
within an hour, I ſhould be glad with all my heart.“ Pre 
If at this very inſtant I ſhould hear ſuch thunder. a 
ings, and fee ſuch lightnings, as Iſrael did at Mount "36 
Sinai, I am perſuaded my very heart would leap for n 
joy. Through infinite mercy, the very meditation of 
that day hath even raviſhed my ſoul, and the thought 
of the certainty and nearneſs of it, is more refreſhing gu 
to me than the comforts of the whole world. Surely 2 
nothing can more revive my ſpirits than to behold 
the bleſſed Jeſus, the joy, file and beauty of my} de 


ſoul. Would it not more rejoice me than Joſeph's oy 
waggons did old Jacob? I lately dreamed that the day - 
of judgment was, come, Methought I heard terrible * 
cracks of thunder, and ſaw dreadful lightnings; the ad 
foundations of the earth did ſhake ; and the heavens} 7% 
were rolled together as a garment ; yea, all things ſpir 
viſible were in a flame; methought I ſaw the graves hea 
opened, and the earth and fea giving 0 their dead.] © t 
- Methought I ſaw millions of angels, and Chriſt coming that 


in the clouds. Methought I beheld the Ancient of the 
Days fitting upon his throne, and all other thrones caſt 


down. Methought I beheld him whoſe garments} 2! 
were white as ſnow, and the hair of his head like * 


pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, anc 
his wheels as burning fire; a fiery ſtream iſſued and 
came forth from him; thouſand thouſands miniſtred 
- unto him: and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ftood 
. before him; and the judgment was ſet, and the boc!:; 
- were opened. O with what an extaſy of joy was 
-ſurprized ! Methought it was the moſt heart-raifing 
ſight that ever my eyes beheld : and then, I cricd 
out, I have waited for thy ſalvation, O God; 
and ſo mounted into the air to meet my Lord in tlic 
clouds, | | 
This I record only to ſhew, how far he was fron 
being daunted at the thoughts of death or judgment 
and let other Chriſtians ' know what is attainable i 
- this life ; and what folly it is, for us to take up A 
0 
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5 ſo little, when our Lord is pleaſed to make ſuch 
„noble proviſions for us, and by wiſe and diligent im- 
provement of thoſe means which God hath offered 
us, we may have an entrance adminiſtered to us abun- 
dantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and 


3 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

of O how comfortable, how honourable, and how 
ht profitable is this ſtate? Theſe are, your men that 
* quit themſelves like Chriſtians. This is true gallan- 


try, noble manhood, real valour ! This was the con- 
ola dition of Mr. Janewzy for about three years before 
he died. I will not deny but that he had ſome 
clouds; but he uſually walked in a ſweet, even, hum- _ 
ble ſerenity of, ſpirit ; and though he daily queſtioned 
many actions, yet he did not queſtion his ſtate, but 
had his heart fixed upon that rock that neither waves 
nor winds could ſhake. His -ſenſes were ſtill fo 
ſpiritually exerciſed, as that he could look up to 
heaven as his country and inheritance, and to God 
as his Father, and to Chriſt as his Redeemer; and 
that (which is ſcarce to be heard of) he counted it 
the higheſt act of patience, to be willing to live, and 

a very great ſelf-denial to be contented to be in this 
world, and to dwell on this fide a full and eternal 
enjoyment of that g!otious one, whom his ſoul was 
ſo much in love with, 


— 


E 
His laſt Sickneſs, and Death. 


I'S body is now ſhaken again, and he falls into 
a deep conſumption ; but, this meſſenger of 
God did not in the leaſt damp him. Spiiting of 
blood, was no ghaſtly thing to one that had his eye 
upon the blood of Jeſus; faint ſweats. did not daunt 
him that had always ſuch reviving cordials at hand. 
It's ma ter of joy to him that he was now in ſome | 
hopes of having his earneſt deſires ſatisfied. . '| 
x 
: 


After he had been awhile ſick a ſudden dimneſs / 
ſeized upon bis eyes; by end by his fight quite 


failed; and there was ſuch a viſible altera ion in him, | 
that he and gtheis judged theſe things to be the iymp. | 
| C LOms 3 


26 Tuz LIFE AND DEATH 


toms of death approaching. But when he was thus 
taken, he was not in the leaſt ſurprized; but was 
lifted up with joy to think what a life he was going 
to, looking upon death itſelf as one of his father's 
ſervants, and his friend, that was ſent as a meſſenger 
to conduct him ſafely to his glorious palace. 
When he felt his body ready to faint, he called to 
his mother, and ſaid, © Dear mother, I am dying, 
but I beſeech you be not troubled ; for I am, through 
mercy, quite above the fears of death; it is no great 
matter, I have nothing troubles me but the appre- 


henſions of your grief. I am going to him whom I 


love above life.” 

But it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe him again a little 
out of his fainting fit, for his maſter had yet more work 
for him to do before he muſt receive his wages. Al- 
though his outward man decayed apace, yet he is re- 
newed in the inward man day by day: his graces were 
never more active, and his experiences never greater. 
When one would have thought, he ſhould have been 
taken up with his diſtemper, and that it had been 
enough for him to grapple with his pains, be quite 
forgets his weakneſs ; and is ſo ſwallowed up of the 
life to come, that he had ſcarce leiſure to think of 
his ſicknels. 

For ſeveral weeks together, I never heard the leaſt 
word that favoured of any complaint or wearineſs 
under the hand of God, except his eager deſire to be 
with Chriſt be counted complaining, and his haſte 
to be in heaven, impatience. Now was the time 
when one might have ſeen heaven and the glory of 
another world realized to ſenſe. His faith grew ex- 
ceedingly, and his love was proportionable, and his 
joys were equal to both. 

O the rare a'tainments! the high and divine ex- 
preſſions that dropped from his mouth! I have not 
words to expreſs what a ftrange, triumphant, angeli- 
cal frame, he was in, for ſome conſiderable iime 
together. It was a very heaven upon earth, to hear 
and ſee a man admiring God at fuch a rate. Thoſe 
that did not fee, cannot well conceive, what a ſweet 


frame he was in, for at leait fix weeks hevery 159 
s led. 
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died. His ſoul was almoſt always filled with thoſe joys 
which are unſpeakable and full of glory. How oft 
would he cry out; Oh that I could let you know what 
I now feel! Oh, that I could ſhew you what I ſee! 
Oh ! that I could expreſs the thouſandih part of that 
ſweetneſs that I now find in Chriſt! You would all 
think it then well worth the while to make it your 
buſineſs to be religious. Oh my dear friends, we 
little think what Chriſt is worth upon a death-bed. 
J would not for a world, nay for millions of worlds, 
be now without Chrift and a pardon. I would not 
for a world live any longer; the very thoughts of a 
poſſibility of recovery, makes me tremble,” 

When one came to viſit him, and told him, that 
he hoped it might pleaſe God to raiſe him again, and 
that he had ſeen many a weaker man reſtored to health, 
and that lived many a good year after: And do you 
think to pleaſe me (faid he) by ſuch diſcourſe as 
this? No, friend, you are much miſtaken in me, if 
you think that the thoughts of life, and health, and 
the world, are pleaſing to me. The world hath quite 
loſt its excellency in my judgment. Oh how poor 
and contemptible a thing it 1s in all its glory, com- 
pared with the glory of that inviſible world which I 
now live in the ſight of! And as for life, Chriſt is 
my. health, and ſtrength; and I know, I ſhall have 
another kind of life, when I leave this. I tell you, 
it would incomparably more pleaſe me, if you ſhould 
ſay to me, you are no man of this world; you can- 
not poſſibly hold out long; before to-morrow you 
will be in eternity.” I tell you, I do ſo long to be 
with Chriſt, that I could be contented to be cut in 
_— and to be put to the moſt exquiſite torments, 
o I might but die, and be with Chriſt. Oh, how 
ſweet is Jelus! Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
Death, do thy worſt! Death hath loſt its terrible- 
neſs. Death is nothing. I ſay, death is nothing 
(through grace) to me, I can as eaſily die as ſhut 
my eyes, to turn my head and fleep: I long to be 
with Chriſt; I long to die,” 

His mother and brethren ſtanding by him, he ſaid; 
Dear mother, I beſeech you earneſtly as ever I 

C 2 deſited 
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' deſired any thing of you in my life, that you would 
chearfully give me up to Chriſt : do not hinder me, 
now II am going to reſt and glory, I am afraid of 
your prayers, leſt they pull ae way, and mine 
another.“ ' 

And then turning to his brethren, he ſpake thus to 
them: „I charge you all, do not pray for my life 
any more; you do me wrong, if you do. Oh that 
glory, the unſpeakable glory that I behold, My heart 
is full, my heart is full. Chriſt ſmiles, and I can- 
not chuſe but ſmile; can you find in your heart to 
flop me, who. am going to the complete and eternal 
enjoyment of Chriſt? Would you keep me from 
my crown? The arms of my blelſed Saviour are 
open to embrace me; the angels ſtand ready to carry 
my ſoul into his boſom, Oh, did you but ſee what 
I fee, you would all cry out with me, how long, 
dear Lord; come, Loid Jeſus, come quickly! Oh, 
why are his chariot-wheels ſo long a coming.“ 

And all this while he lay, like a triumphing con- 
queror, ſmiling and rejoicing in ſpirit. | 

There was never a dpy towards his end but (as 


weak as he was) he did ſome ſpecial piece of ſervice, 


for his great maſter. Yea, almoſt every hour did 
produce freſh wonders, | 

A judicious and holy miniſter came often to yiſit 
him, and diſcourſed with bim of the excellency of 
Chriſt, and the glory of the inviſible world, “ Sir, 
ſaid he, I feel ſomething of it; my heart 1s full as 
1: can hold in this lower flate; I can hold no more 
here. Oh that I could let you know what I feel!“ 
This holy miniſtqq playing wich him, his ſoul was 
raviſhed with the abundant incomes of light, life, 
and love; ſo that he could ſcarce bear 1t, nor the 
thoughts of ſlaying any longer in the world, but 
| longed to be in ſuch a condition, wherein he ſhould 

have yet more grace, and more comfort, and be bet. 
ter able to bear that weight of glory; ſome mani. 
leſtations whereof did even almoſt ſink his weak 
body, and had he not been ſuſtained by a great 
ower, his very Joys would have overwhelmed him; 
and whilſt he was in theſe extacies of joy and love, 
he was wont to cry out: + Who 
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« Who am I, Lord, who am I, that thou ſhouſdſt 
be mindful of me! Why me, Lord, why me! Oh, 
what ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou preſerver of men 
Oh why me, Lord, why me! It thou wilt look 
upon ſuch a poor worm, who can hinder! Who 
would not love thee! Ch bleſſed Father! Oh how 
ſweet and gracious haſt thou been unto me!“ 

And thus he went cn, admiring and adoring of 
God, in a more high and heavenly manner than I 
can clothe with words. Suppoſe what you can on 
this ſide heaven; and I am perſuaded, you might 
have ſeen it in him. He was wonderfully taken 
with the goodneſs of God to him, in ſending that 
aged experienced miniſter to him in his laſt great 
work upon earth. * Who am I, ſaid he, that God 
ſhould ſend to me a meſſenger, one among a thou— 
ſand ? ” 

Though he was towards his end moſt commonly 
in a triumphant joyful frame; yet ſome'imes even 
then, he had ſmall intermiſhons, in which he would 
cry out, Hold out faith and patience: yet a little 
while and your work is done. And when he found 
not his heart wound up to the higheſt pitch of thank. 
fulneſs, admiration and love; he would with great 
ſorrow bemoan himſelf and cry out in this language: 
„% And what is the matter now, Ob my foul, what 
wilt thou? canſt thou thus unworthily flight this ad- 
mirable and aftoniſhing condeſcenſion of God to 
thee? Seems it a [mal] matter that the great Jehovah 
ſhould deal thus familiarly with his worm ; and wilt 
thou paſs this over as a common mercy ?— What 
meane{t thou, Oh my ſoul, that thou doſt not con- 
ſtantly adore and praiſe this rare, ſtrong, unſpeakable 
love! Is it true, Oh my foul? Doth God deal 


| familiarly with man? And are man's humble, zea- 


lous, and conſtant love, praiſe and ſervice too good 
for God? Why art not thou, O my ſoul, (wal- 
lowed up every moment with his iree, unparalleled 
everlaſting love ? | 
And then he breaks out again into another trium. 
hant extacy of praiſe and joy; and expreſſed a 
File of that which was inexpreflible, in ſome fuch 
words as the ſe: C 3 Stand 
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« Stand aſtoniſhed, ye heavens, and wonder, O 
ye angels, at this infinite grace: was ever any under 
heaven more beholden to free grace than I? Doth 
God uſe to do thus with his creatures? Admire him 
for ever and ever, Oh ye redeemed ones! Oh 
thoſe joys, the taſte of which I have! The ever- 
laſting joys, which are at his right hand for ever- 
more! Eternity, eternity itſelf is too ſhot to praiſe 
this God in. Orbleſs the Lord with me, come let us. 
ſhout for joy, and boaſt in the God of our ſalvation. 
O help me to praiſe the Lord, for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

One of his brethren (that had formerly been 
wrought upon by his holy exhoriations and example) 


prying with him, and ſeeing of him (as he appre- 


ended) near his diſolution, deſired that the Lord 
would be pleaſed to continue thoſe aſtoniſhing com- 
forts to the laſt moments of his breath, and that he 
might go from one heaven to another, from grace 
and joy imperfect, to perfect grace and glory; and 
when his work was done here, give him, 1t it were 
his will, the moſt eaſy and triumphant pallage to reſt, 

At the end of the duty, he burſt out in a wonder. 
ful paſſion of Jo , (Sure that was joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory!) O what an amen did- he ſpeak, 
amen, amen, amen, hallelujah. 

It would have made any Chriſtian's heart to leap, 
to have ſeen and heard what ſome ſaw and heard at 

that time; and I queſtion not, but that it will ſome- 
what affeft them to hear and read it; though it be 
ſcarce poſhble to ſpeak the half of what was admira- 
ble in hin: for it being ſo much beyond precedent, 
it did even aftoniſh and amaze thoſe of us that were 
about him, that our relation mult fall hugely ſhort of 
what was real, 

1 verily believe, that it exceeds the higheſt rhetoric 
to ſet out to the lite, what this heavenly creature did 
then deliver, I want words to fpeak, and ſo did he, 
for he ſaw things unutterable : but yet ſo much he 
ſpake as juſtly drew the admiration of all that ſaw 
him. He talked as if he had been in the third hea— 
ven, and broke out in ſuch words as theſe : 4 
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« Oh, he is come! He is come! O how ſweet! 
How glorious is the bleſſed Jeſus! How ſhall I do 
to ſpeak the thouſandth part of his praiſes! Oh for 
words, to ſet out a little of that excellency! But it 


is ine xpreſſible! O how excellent, glorious and 
lovely! And now I am ſick of love: he hath ra- 


viſhed my ſoul with his beauty ! I ſhall die ſick of 
love! a 

„Oh my friends, ſtand by and wonder; come, look 
upon a dying man, and wonder! I cannot mylelt but 
ſtand and wonder! Was there ever a greater kiniInels; 
was there ever ſenſibler manifeſtations of rich grace! 
Oh, why me! Lord, why me! Sure this is akin 


to heaven, and if I were never to enjoy any more 


than this: it were well worth all the torments that 
men and devils could invent, to come through even 
a hell to ſuch tranſcendent joys as theſe. It this be 
dying, dying is ſweet: let no true Chriſtian ever be 
afraid of dying, Oh death is ſweet to me. This 
bed is ſoft. Chriſt's arms and kiſſes, his ſmiles and 
viſits, ſure they would turn hell into heaven. O that 
you did but ſee and feel what I do! Come and be- 
hold a dying man, more chearful than ever you ſaw 
an healthful man in the midſt of his ſweeteſt enjoy- 
ments. Oh firs, worldly pleaſures are pitiful, poor 
ſorry things, compared with one glimpſe of this 
glory, which ſhines ſo ſtrongly into my foul! — 
Oh why ſhould any of you be ſo ſad, when 1 am ſo 
lad : this, this is the hour that I have waited for!” 
About eight and forty hours. before his death, his 
eyes were dim, and his ſight much failed; his jaws 


ſhook and trembled, and his feet were cold, and all 


the ſymptoms of death were upon him, and his ex- 
tream parts were already almoſt dead and ſenſeleſs, 
and yet, even then his joys were (if poſſible) greater 
ſtill; he had ſo many fits of joy unſpeakable, that 
he ſeemed to be in one continued act of ſeraphic love 
and praiſe, He ſpake like one that was juſt enter- 
ing into the gates of the New Jeruſalem : the greateſt 
part of him was now in heaven: not a word dropt 


from his mouth but it breathed Chriſt and heaven. 


Oh what encouragement did he give to e 
I 
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did ſtand-by, to follow Chriſt in an humble, behey. 
ing, zealous courſe of life, adding one 2 of 

race to another, an uſing all diligence to make their 
calling and election ſure; and that they alſo ſhould 
find a glorious paſſage into a bleſſed eternity, 

But moſt of his work was praiſe, an hundred 
times admiring the bottomleſs love of God to him. 
Oh, why me, Lord, why me! And then he would 
give inſtructions to them that came to ſee him. He 


was ſcarce ever ſilent, becauſe the love of Chriſt - 


and ſouls did conſtrain him. There was ſo much 
work done for Chriſt in his laſt hours, that I am 
ready to think, he did as much in one hour as ſome 
did in a year. 

Every particular perſon had a faithful affectionate 
warning. And that good miniſter, that was ſo much 
with him, uſed this as an argument to perſuade him 
to be willing to live a little longer, and to be patient 
to tarry God's leiſure; ſure God hath al oe for 
thee to do that is yet undone; ſome word of ſexhor- 
tation to ſome poor ſoul, that you have forgot, 


The truth of it is, he was filled with the love of Chtiſt, | 


that he could ſcarce bear abſence from him a moment. 
He knew that he ſhould be capable of bearing greater 
glory above, than he could here. It was the judg- 
ment of ſome that were with him, that his heart was 
not only habitually, but aftually ſet on God all the 
day long; and nothing of human fraiity appeared, 
except it were his paſſionate delire to die, and diff. 
culty to bring himſelf to be willing to ſtay below 
heaven, 

He was wont every evening to take his. leave of 
his friends, hoping not to ſee them, till the morning 
of the reſurrettion ; and he defired that they would 
make ſure of a comfortable meeting at our Father's 
houſe in that other world. 

One paſſage I cannot omit, which was this, That 
when miniſters or chriſtians came to him, he would 
beg of them to ſpend all the time that they had with 
him in praiſe. O help me to praiſe God, I have 


now nothing elſe to do from this time to eternity, 
I have what my foul 
delires 


but to praiſe and love God, 
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deſires upon earth; I cannot tell what to pray for, 
but what I have graciouſly given. The wants that 
are capable of ſupplying in this world, are ſupplied, 
I went- but one thing, and that is, A ſpeedy lift to 
heaven, I expect no more here, 1 cannot deſire more. 
cannot bear more. Oh praiſe, praiſe, praiſe that 
infinite boundleſs love that hath, to a wonder, looked 
upon my ſoul. Help me, O my friends, to praiſe 
and admire him that hath done ſuch aſtonithing 
wonders for my ſoul: he hath pardoned all my fins, 
he hath filled me with his goodneſs; he hath given 
me grace and glory, and no good thing hath he with. 
held from me. | 
„Come, help me with praiſes : all are too little: 
come, help me, O ye glorious and mighty angels, 
who are ſo well ſkilled in this heavenly — of 


praiſe. Praiſe him, all ye creatures upon earth, let 


every thing that hath being, help me to praiſe him, 
hallelujah, hallelujah, halielujah ! Praiſe is now my 


Work, and I ſhall be engaged in that ſweet employ- 


ment for ever. Bring the Bible, turn to David's 
plalms, and let us ſing a pſalm of praiſe: come let 
us lift up our voice in the praiſe of the Moſt High; 
I with you as long as my breath doth lait, and when 
I have none, I {hall do it better.“ 

And then turning to ſome of his friends that were 


' weeping, he deſired them rather to rejoice than weep 


upon his account. It may juſtly ſeem a wonder, how 
he could ſpeak ſo much às he did when he was ſo 
weak; but ihe joy of the Lord did ſtrengthen him. 
In his ſickneſs, the ſcriptures that he took much 
delight in, were in the fourteenth, fifteenth, ſixteenth 
end ſeventeenth of John. The filty-fourih of Iſaiah 
was very refreſhing alſo to him; he would repeat that 
word, with everlaſting mercies will 1 gather thee 
with abundance ot joy. | 
He commended the fludy of the promiſes to be- 
lievers, and deſired that they would be ſure to make 
good their claim to them, and then they might come 
to the wells of conſolation and diink thereof their fill. 
According to his delice, moſt of the time that was 
une with him, was ſpent in praiſe; and he would 
ill be calling cut, More praiſe till, O help me 
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to praiſe him: I have nothing elſe to do; I have done 
with prayer and all other ordinances ; I have almoit 
done converſing with mortals. I ſhall preſently be 
beholding Chriſt himſelf, that died for me, and loved 
me, and waſhed me in his blood. 

* I ſhall before a few hours are over, be in eter- 
nity, ſinging the ſong of Moſes, and the ſong of the 
Lamb. I ſhall preſently ſtand upon Mount Zion, 
with an innumerable company of angels, and the 
ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, and Jeſus the media- 
tor of the new covenant, I ſhall hear the voice of 
much people, and be one amongſt them, which ſhall 
ſay, Hallelujah, ſalvation, glory, honour, and power 
unto the Loid our God; and again we ſhall ſay, Hal- 
lelujah. And yet a very little while, and I ſhall ſing 
unto the Lamb, a ſong of praiſe, ſaying, Worthy art 
thou to receive praiſe who wert flain, and haſt re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people and nation, and haſt made us 
unto our God, kings, and prieſts, and we ſhall reign 
with thee for ever and ever. 

% Methinks I ftand, as it were, with one foot in 
heaven, and the other upon earth: methinks I hear 
the melody of heaven, and by faith I ſee the angels 
waiting to carry my ſoul to the bolom of Jelus, 
and I ſhall be for ever with the Lord in glory. 
And who can chufe but rejoice in all this!“ 

Several times he fpake in this language, and re- 
peated many of theſe words often, over and over 
again, with far greater affection, than can be well 
worded: and I ſolemniy profeſs, that which is here 
written is no hyperbole, and that the twentieth part 
of what is oblervable in him, is not recorded; we 
cannot word it exactly as he did, yet you have the 


ſubſtance, and many things in his own words, with 


little or no variation, 

The day before his death, he looked ſomewhat earn- 
eſtly upon his brother James, who ſtood by him 
very ſad, of whom he judged, that he was putting 
up ſome- ejaculations to God on his account: * I 
thank thee dear brother, for thy love, ſaid he, thou 
art now praying for me, and I know thou haſt loved 

me 
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me dearly; but Chriſt loved me ten thouſand times 
more than thou doll; come and kiſs me, dear bro» 
ther, before I die;“ And fo with his cold dying lips 
he kifſed him, and ſaid, 1 ſhall go before, and I 
hope thou wilt follow after to glory.” | 
Though he was almoſt always praiſing God, and 
exhorting them that were about him to mind their 


everlaſting concerns, and ſecure an intereſt in Chiiſt ; 


and though he ſlept but very little for ſome nights, 
pt he was not the leaſt impaired in his intellectuals, 

ut his actions were all decent, and becoming a man, 
and his diſcourſe to a ſpiritual underſtanding, highly 
rational, ſolid, divine. And ſo he continued to the 
laſt minute of his breath, 

A tew hours before his death he called his relations 
and brethren toge her, that he might give them one 
ſolemn warning more; and bleſs them, and pray for 
them as his breath and ſtrength would give him leave; 
which he did with abundance of authority, affection 
and {picituality, 

Firſt, He thanked his dear mother for her tender. 
love to him, and deſired that ſhe might be in travail to 
ſee Chiiſt formed in the ſouls of the reſt of her chil- 
dren, and ſee of the travail of her ſoul, and mcet 
them with joy in that great day. . 

Then he charged all his brethen and ſiſters in gene- 
ral, as they would anſwer it before God, tlñat they 
would carry it dutiful to their dear mother, And for 
his eldeſt brother William (at whoſe houſe he lay 
fick) bis prayer was that he might be ſwallowed up of 
Chriſt, and love to ſouls; and be more and more 


exemplary in his life, and ſucceſsful in his miniſtry, 


and finiſh his courſe with joy. 

His next brother's name was Andrew, a citizen of 
London, who was with him, and faw him in his 
triumphing ſtate ; but (his neceſſary buſineſs calling 
him away) he could not then be by; yet he was not 
forgot, but he was thus bleſſed, * The God of hea- 
ven remember my poor brother at London, The 
Lord make him truly rich in giving him the pearl of 
great price, and make him a fellow citizen with the 


laints, and of the houſhyld of God; the Lord de- 


liver 
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liver him from the ſins of that city; may the world 
be kept out of his heart, and Chriſt dwell there. 
Oh that he may be as his name is, a ſtrong man, and 
that I may meet him with you.” on 

Then he called his next brother, whoſe name was 
James, (whom he hoped God had made him a ſpiritual 
father 10) to whom he thus addreſſed himſelf ; * Bro— 
ther James, I hope the Lord has given thee a goodly 
heritage, the lines are fallen to thee in pleaſant places: 
the Lord 1s thy portion, I hope the Lord hath 
ſhewed thee the worth of Chriſt. Hold on dear 
brother; Chriſt, heaven and glory are worth ſtriv— 
ing for; the Lord give thee more abundance of his 

race.“ ; 
by Then his next brother Abraham was called, to 
whom he ſpake to this purpoſe, ** The bleſſing of the 
God of Abraham reſt upon thee, the Lord make 
thee a father of many ſpiritual children.” 

His fifth brother wos Joſeph, whom he bleſſed in 
this manner; © Let him bleſs thee, O Joſeph, that 
bleſſed him that was ſeparated from his brethren. O 
that his everlaſting arms may take hold on thee! It 
is enough, if yet thou mayeſt live in his ſight. My 
heart hath been working towards thee, pour Joſeph; 
and I am not without hopes, that the arms of the 
Almighty will embrace thee. The God of our fa— 
ther bleſs thee with the bleſſing of heaven above.” 

The next was his filter May, to whom he ſpoke 
thus, © Poor filter Mary, thy body is weak, and thy 
days will be filled withbiiterneſs ; thy name is Marah; 
the Lord ſweeten all with his grace and peace, and 
give thee health in thy foul, Be patient, make ſure 
of Chriſt and all is well.” 

Then his other ſifler, whoſe name was Sarah, was 
called; whom he thus bleſſed, “ Siſter Sarah, thy 
body 1s ſtrong and healthful: O that thy ſoul may 


be ſo too! the Lord make thee firſt a wiſe virgin, 


and then a mother in Iſrael; a pattern of modelty, 
humility, and bolinels.” 

Another brother, Jacob, was then called, whom he 
bleſſed after this manner: „The Lord make thee an 
Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile! O that 

| thou 


5 
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thou mayeſt learn to wreſtle with God, and like a 
pricne, mayeſt prevail, and not go without the bleſhng, 
Thenhe prayed for his youngeſt brother Benjamin. 
who was then but an infant; * Poor little Benjamin ! 
O that the Father of the fatherleſs, would take care 
of thee, poor child, that thou, which never ſaweſt 
thy father upon earth, mayeſt ſee him with joy in 
heaven ; the Lord be thy father and portion; 
mayeſt thou prove the fon of thy mother's right 
hand and the joy of her age | 
Oh that none of us all may be found amongſt 


the unconverted in the day of judgment! O that 


every one of 'us may appear (with our honoured 


father and dear mother) before Chriſt with joy, that 


they may ſay, Lord, here are we, and the children 
which thou haſt given us. Oh that we may live to 
God here, and live wtih him hereafter. | 

And now, my dear mother, brethren and fifters, 
farewell; I leave you for a while, and I commend 

ou to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are ſanctified. | 

And now, dear' Lord, my work, is done. I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have fought the good fight; and 
henceforth there remaineth for me a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs! Now come, dear Lord Jeſus, come quickly; 

Then the miniſter came to give him his laſt viſit; 
and to do the office of an interior angel, to help to 
convey his bleſſed ſoul to glory, who was now even 
upon Mount Piſgah; and had a full ſight of that 
godly land at a little ' diſtance.” - When the miniſtet 
ſpake to him his heart'was ih a mighty flame of love 
and joy, which drew tears of joy from him, bein 
almoſt amazed to hear a man juſt a dying, talk as 1 4 
he had been with Jeſus, and cane from the imme- 
diate preſence of God. O the ſmiles that were then 
in his face, and the unſpeakable joy that was in his 
beart! One might have read grace and glory in his 
countenance? O the praile, the ttiumpbant praiſes, 
that he put up! And every one muſt ſpeak praiſe ; 
about him, or elſe they made a jar in his harmony- 
And indeed moſt did, 1. well as they could, help 


him 


—— 


weigh 
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him in praiſe. Sd that I never heard, nor knew more 
raiſe given to God in one room than in his chamber. 

A litle before he died, im the prayer or rather 
praiſes, he was ſo wrapped up with admiration and 
Joy, that he could ſcarce forbear ſhouting for joy. In 
the conclufion of the duty, with abundance of faith 
and fervency he ſaid aloud, amen, amen. 

And now his deſires ſhall foon be ſatisfied ; death 
comes apace to do his office; his jaws are looſened 
more and more, and r his hands and 
feet are as cold as clay, a cold ſweat is upon 
him: but Oh how glad was he when he felt his ſpirit 
juſt a going! Never was death more welcome to any 
— I think. Though the pangs of death were 
ſtrong: yet that far more exceeding and eternal 

t of glory made him endure thofe bitter pains 
with much patience and courage. In the extremity 
of his pains; he defired his eldeſt brother to lay him 
a little lower, and to take away one pillow from him 
that he might die with the more eaſe. His brother 
replied, he durſt not for the world, do any thing 
that might haſten his death a moment. Fhen he was 
well ſatisfied, and did ſweetly reſign himſelf up 
wholly to God's diſpoſal : and after a few minutes 
with a ſudden motion gathering up all his ſtrength, he 
gave himſelf a little turn on one fide, and in the 
twinkling of an eye, departed to the Lord, 

And now bleſſed fou}, thy longings are ſatiofied, 
and thou ſeeſt and feeleſt a thouſand times more than 
tou didft upon earth, and yet thou canſt bear it | 
with delight, thou art now welcomed to thy father's | 
. houſe by Chriſt, the beloved of thy foul; now thou 
haſt heard him ſay, come thou bleſſed of my father, 
and, well done, good and faithfub fervant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord, and wear that crown which 
was | for thee, before the foundation of the 
world. 

Ob that all the relations which thou haſt left be- 
bind thee may live with Chriſt and thee, for evep 
and ever, amen, amen. 

He died June, 1657, aged 29-24 and-was.b 
in KZ&LSNALLChurcb, in Hertfordſhirgg 4E 


